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Tragedies up importance of Move Over law

Not taking precaution leading to deaths of emergency responders

low down! And move over!

It’s a simple request, one that
drivers should have no trouble
following, particularly as the

holiday season approaches. Too often,
it’s ignored, especially when it comes to
roadside-assistance workers.

An average of 24 emergency respond-
ers, including tow providers, are struck
and killed by vehicles while working at
the roadside each year - meaning some-
one is killed, on average, every other
week.

In 2019, 44 emergency responders in
the U.S. - including 14 tow-truck drivers
- died after being hit as they were work-
ing by the roadside.

Startling data from the AAA
Foundation for Traffic Safety finds that
among drivers who do not comply
with Move Over laws, 42% thought this
behavior was somewhat or not danger-
ous to emergency-roadside workers. This
demonstrates that drivers may not real-
ize how risky it is for those working or
stranded along highways near moving
traffic.

To protect these individuals, AAA and
other traffic-safety advocates worked
tirelessly to get Move Over laws passed in
all 50 states and the District of Columbia.
Yet, the AAA Foundation finds that near-
ly a quarter of those surveyed (23%) are
unaware of the Move Over law in the
state in which they live.

Meanwhile, among those who are
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aware of their state’s Move Over laws,
15% report not understanding the
potential consequences for violating the
law.

The cost of fines varies from state to
state, but they can be expensive. Penalty
points could be added, as well as a misde-
meanor charge for failure to move over or
slow down when approaching an emer-
gency vehicle, tow truck, utility vehi-
cle or road-maintenance vehicle with
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flashing lights on the side of the road.

These tragic accidents extend beyond
tow providers and emergency respond-
ers. More than 1,600 people have been
struck and killed while outside a disabled
vehicle since 2015.

Drivers are increasingly distracted
while driving. Previous AAA Foundation
research found that motorists are as
much as four times as likely to crash if
they are talking on a cell phone while

driving and eight times as likely to be in
a crash if texting.

AAA clubs have participated in edu-
cational initiatives regarding Move
Over laws by creating public-service
announcements and contacting state
officials. AAA is committed to raising
awareness of Move Over laws and the
dangers associated with working at the
roadside.

These laws require drivers to move
over one lane or slow down when
approaching an incident where tow
providers, police, firefighters or emer-
gency-medical-service crews are working
at the roadside. Many states also have
expanded their laws to cover vehicles
like utility and municipal fleets, as well
as disabled vehicles.

To protect roadside workers, drivers
with disabled vehicles and others, AAA
offers these precautionary tips:

e Remain alert, avoid distractions

and focus on the task of driving.

* Keep an eye out for situations where
emergency vehicles, tow trucks,
utility-service vehicles or disabled
vehicles are stopped on the side of
the road.

* When you see these situations,
slow down and, if possible, move
over one lane and away from the
people and vehicles stopped on the
side of the road.

Slow down! And move over! It could

save a life.

SEAWORLD - ORLANDO
SeaWorld Orlando is a renowned
marine-themed amusement park
where visitors can enjoy
exhilarating rides, mesmerizing live
shows, and interactive
experiences with marine life. From
thrilling roller coasters to up-close
encounters with dolphins,
penguins and more, it offers a
captivating blend of
entertainment, education, and
conservation.

LEGOLAND FLORIDA
RESORT

LEGOLAND® Florida Resort is the
place where kids rule! It's where
princesses, knights and
adventurers roam. Where dragons
sodr, castles are stormed, and
pirates sail the seven seas. We are
truly the ultimate multi-day
vacations destination for families
with young kids and imagination
comes to life.

@7 Purchase tickets at any AAA branch office or buy online at AAA.com/tickets.




